C ollegian
The Student Voice

of

The University

of

Texas

at

Brownsville

and

Texas Southmost College

T he

Volume 61

Monday

w w w. c o l l e g i a n . u t b . e d u

Issue 6

September 22, 2008

Collegian obtains names of property sellers
By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor
The Collegian has obtained the names of the
sellers of five properties approved for purchase
by the Texas Southmost College board of
trustees after filing a public information
request.
UTB/TSC administrators initially had refused
to provide the information.
“I’m not trying to be evasive,” David
Pearson, vice president for Partnership Affairs,
told this reporter before the trustees’ meeting

on Wednesday. “[The seller] may not want
her name known and this seems to be really
indiscreet.”
Pearson said some sellers might have sold the
land for personal reasons and “I just don’t want
to hurt anybody, is the way I’m putting this.”
He then referred The Collegian to Allan
Peakes, assistant vice president for Facilities
Services.
During a telephone interview with The
Collegian on Thursday, Peakes said, “The
[purchase] deal isn’t closed. … I just wanted,
in case there was some kind of privacy issue, I

didn’t want our sellers to get upset with us.”
He said the board only approves contracts.
“Dr. Pearson may have been given the
authority to sign, but still the board has to
vote on it, and our attorney puts wording in
the contract and it all deals to subject to board
of trustee approval because it’s public money
and it’s a public land, so we have to have that
protection,” Peakes said. “In the case of these
requests that you’re asking, they’re not closed
• See ‘Land,’ Page 6

Make a Difference

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Freshman criminal justice major Juan Carlos Castro (left) and sophomore accounting major Pedro Zurita register to vote outside the Student Union on Wednesday.
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Justice
scandal
lecture
Wednesday
By David Boon
Staff Writer
David Iglesias, one of nine
former U.S. attorneys “forced
to resign … for not rushing
indictments against prominent
Democrats,” will speak at 7
p.m. Wednesday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall.
Iglesias served the District
of New Mexico from 2001
until January 2007, when he
and eight other U.S. attorneys
were asked to resign.
In his book, “In Justice:
Inside the Scandal That Rocked
the Bush Administration,”
Iglesias writes that the Justice
Department’s request for
his resignation came as a
surprise.
“I was completely caught
off guard and shocked,”
Iglesias said in an e-mail
interview with The Collegian
on Thursday. “My office had
received a very high rating by
a triennial office evaluation
just months before my forced
resignation.”
Initially, the nature of his
forced resignation was not
understood, he writes in the
book. However, he soon
uncovered the truth. He found
the attorneys were forced
to tender their resignations
for “not filing bogus voter
fraud cases, for not rushing
indictments against prominent
• See ‘Scandal,’ Page 12
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Student Success workshop

A combination of workshops
titled “Time Management/Test
Anxiety/Study Skills” will be
presented by Academic Counselor
Robert Phaneuf from 6 to 7 p.m.
today in Cardenas Hall North 104.
The workshops are sponsored by
the Student Success Center. For
more information, call 882-8292.

Flag Football league

Registration for the Campus
Recreation
Office’s
Flag
Football League ends Sept. 29. A
captain’s meeting is scheduled at
5:30 p.m. Sept. 30 in the Student
Union’s Salon Jacaranda. For
more information and to sign up,
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.
edu or call 982-0172.

Hispanic Heritage month

Stephanie Elizondo Griest,
author of the award-winning
book, “Around the Bloc: My
Life in Moscow, Beijing and
Havana,” will present a lecture
at 11 a.m. Tuesday in the SETB Lecture Hall. The lecture will
be followed by a question-andanswer session and book signing
at 12:30 p.m. in the SET-B thirdfloor conference room. Admission
is free. For more information,
call the Dean of Students Office
at 882-5141.

Job fair

A Business and Professional
Job Fair will take place from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday in
the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
The fair is open to all majors. For
more information, call Career
Services at 882-5627.

Writers’ Workshops

The Sabal Palms Writing
Project is offering a series of
Writers’ Workshops available
to students, faculty, staff and
members of the community. The
workshop titled “Journaling”
is scheduled from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Wednesday and a workshop
titled “Narrative Craft” will be
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday.
Both workshops will take place
in Cardenas Hall South 117. For
more information, call the Sabal
Palms Writing Project office at
882-7717.

Ex-U.S. attorney
to speak here

David C. Iglesias, the former U.
S. attorney for the District of New
Mexico, will present a lecture on
his book, “In Justice: Inside

the Scandal That Rocked the
Bush Administration,” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in the SET-B Lecture
Hall. For more information,
contact Student Life Director
David Mariscal at 882-5138.

Fitness test

The Campus Recreation will
test your muscular strength and
endurance from noon to 1 p.m.
Wednesday at The Village at Fort
Brown. For more information,
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.
edu.

‘Bye, Bye Birdie’ musical

The Lower Rio Grande Valley
Nursing Scholarship Fund will
present the musical “Bye, Bye
Birdie” at 6:30 p.m. Thursday in
the Camille Playhouse, located
at 501 Dean Porter Dr. For more
information, call 459-9242.

HESTEC Career Expo

The University of Texas-Pan
American will transport 45
UTB/TSC
juniors,
seniors,
staff and faculty to its Hispanic
Engineering
Science
and
Technology
Career Expo,
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday at UT-Pan Am’s Field
House. A bus will pick up the
UTB/TSC group at 8 a.m. Friday
in front of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library. Lunch will
be provided. The deadline to
apply is 5 p.m. Tuesday. To sign
up, or for more information, call
the UTB/TSC Career Services
Department at 882-5627.

Ultimate Frisbee

Play Ultimate Frisbee from 3 to
5 p.m. every Friday through Oct.
10 on the Cardenas Hall South
lawn. You do not need a team.
For more information, visit www.
campusrecreation.utb.edu or call
982-0172.

Patron of the Arts

The Faculty and Student
Hispanic Heritage concert will
take place at 8 p.m. Saturday
in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is $10 for adults, $7
for senior citizens and children
and $3 for UTB/TSC students
with a valid ID. For information,
call 882-7025.
The UTB/TSC Master Chorale
will perform at 3 p.m. Oct. 5 in
the Sacred Heart Church, located
at East Elizabeth and Sixth
streets. Admission is $3. For
more information, call 882-7025.

Art exhibit

An exhibit by Yareth Fernandez
and Luis Sanchez titled “Talent
and Incentive” will open with
a reception at 6:30 p.m. Sept.
30 in the Rusteberg Art Gallery.
Admission is $1. The exhibit
runs through Oct.18. For more
information, call 882-7097 or
send an e-mail to gallery@utb.
edu.

Scorpion Ambassadors

UTB/TSC’s
Scorpion
Ambassadors
program
is
recruiting new ambassadors
for the Fall 2008 semester.
Students interested in applying
must be currently enrolled in at
least six credit hours and have a
cumulative grade-point average
of 2.75. The deadline to apply is
Oct. 3. For more information and
an application, call 882-6776 or
visit Student Union 1.16.

San Miguel de Allende trip

Arnulfo
Mar,
UTB/TSC
chemistry and environmental
sciences professor, and his
wife, Rosa, will sponsor
a
Thanksgiving trip to San Miguel
de Allende Nov. 26-30. A $150
deposit is due by Oct. 6. For
more information, call 371-2971
or send an e-mail to rosmar41@
yahoo.com.

Legacy memberships

The Campus Recreation Office
is offering Legacy Memberships
for full-time faculty and staff.
Those who sign up for a $20per-month payroll deduction
between now and Sept. 30 will
be recognized at the opening
of the Recreation, Education
and Kinesiology Center. For
more information, call Campus
Recreation at 982-0172 or send
an e-mail to campusrec@utb.
edu.
The
Student
Government
Association meets at 5 p.m. each
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia. Students may
offer suggestions, comments or
concerns about UTB/TSC during
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard”
portion of the meeting. For more
information, send an e-mail to
SGA President Jorge Alanis at
jorge.alanis10@utb.edu or SGA
Vice President of Administration
Joel Alaffa at joel.alaffa2@utb.
edu.
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MMA practice

The Scorpion Mixed Martial
Arts Club invites students to
work out and train in mixed
martial arts. Their weekly practice
for beginners is from 6 to 7 p.m.
Thursday and Friday and from
noon to 1 p.m. on Saturday. For
advanced students, the practice
is from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday
and Friday and from 1 to 3 p.m.
Saturday. For more information,
visit www.mma.utb.edu.

Learning Enrichment
services

The Learning Enrichment
Department’s Writing Lab
invites students to take advantage
of the services it provides. The
lab gives support with writing
assignments, research papers,
online database research and
Blackboard
assistance.
All
services are free for current UTB/
TSC students. Operating hours
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday in Cardenas
Hall North 120.

Mass celebration

The Catholic Campus Ministry
will celebrate Mass at 12:20 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Bougainvillea. A luncheon
will follow the Mass at 1 p.m.

Scorpion Exchange

Buy and sell your used textbooks
with other students at www.
scorpionexchange.com.

ROTC classes

Registration is under way for the
UTB/TSC ROTC Bravo Troop
classes. For more information,
call the Military Science
Department at 882-7621.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organization
or department news published in
the Collegian’s Briefs section,
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.

Classifieds

SERVICES
Specialist in study skills. Reading
and English. Private Lessons.
Dr. Ritter. 544-1009.

HELP WANTED
LPC supervisor looking
for LPC interns.
Please contact Connie Johnson at
830-370-3839 or 956-943-7060.
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De La Fuente, Rubio back in the SGA
By Leslie Olivares
and Jose L. Padilla
Staff Writers
Junior government major Ruby
De La Fuente and graduate student
Joe Lee Rubio were sworn into the
Student Government Association
during its meeting Tuesday.
De La Fuente is now the
association’s vice president for
public relations and Rubio is now
a graduate senator. Asked by the
SGA why she would be the best
candidate for the position, De La
Fuente replied, “Really, it’s just to
be an asset to your team. … I’m
experienced for the part.”
Also sworn in were Freshman
Senators Jose Cano, Jorge Muñoz,
Carlos Saldivar and Guillermo
Perez, who were elected by the
student body on Sept. 9.
In other business, Vice
President of Administration Joel
Alaffa informed the audience of
the progress the association has

made in filling vacant seats and
publicity. Alaffa explained the
methods in which the student
body was informed of the SGA:
information slides presented
during Scorpiontations, recruiting
during Join-a-Club Day and at the
Presidents’ Reception and through
its updated Web site.
Senator Pro Tem Rosalinda
Rangel reported that the executive
board met Sept. 12 and presented
the SGA’s 10 goals and formed 10
committees that are to see them
through, including student issues,
outreach, academics and safety.
During the Let Your Voice Be
Heard portion of the meeting,
freshman history major Dave
Smith asked whether the SGA had
the total number of senate seats
filled to meet quorum.
“The way it works, you have
a certain amount of seats. … In
the senate it’s 28, but when you
take quorum it is of the voting
members that are officially sworn

in and that’s pretty clear in the
constitution,” replied Vince Solis,
assistant vice president for Student
Development and an SGA adviser.
“You take the quorum of the
members that are voted in [and]
not the total membership.”
Smith also suggested that
events held on campus be more
age appropriate and geared toward
traditional and nontraditional
students, and that The Collegian’s
Estudiante De Hoy be published
in English as well.
Sophomore philosophy major
Enrique De La Garza also voiced
his opinion on the SGA’s efforts to
inform the student body.
“I just want to point one thing
out,” De La Garza said. “You’re
saying that you’re speaking for
the students, but the reality is the
students have no idea what’s going
on. … If you go around campus,
the newspapers are on the floor,
it’s recyclable material. People
aren’t reading them, especially the

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Freshman history major Dave Smith questions whether the Student Government
Association has a quorum at Tuesday’s meeting.

President’s [Corner].”
Senior government major
Elizabeth Garza suggested another
improvement.
“One thing that you all really
need to work on is your speaking
skills,” Garza said. “You guys
are the SGA. You’re the voice of
the student body, [which] needs
to be represented efficiently and

effectively.”
Absent from the meeting
were Senator at Large Hector
Benavidez and College of Applied
Technology and General Studies
Senator Hugo N. Valdez.
The SGA will meet at 5 p.m.
Tuesday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia.

Constitution comes alive at celebration
By Linet Cisneros
Staff Writer

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García
recites the Preamble to the Constitution
in celebration of Constitution Day on
Wednesday. Dozens of people attended
the event at the Gazebos.
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H

A crowd of students, faculty and members of
the community gathered around the Gazebos
which were decorated in patriotic banners on
Wednesday to celebrate Constitution Day.
The event began with a prayer led by the
Rev. Armand Mathew asking everyone to
give thanks for our U.S. Constitution and the
freedom that it grants us.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García then
spoke briefly about the importance of the
Constitution.
García told the audience how the
Constitution played an important role in
allowing the university to fight against the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security over
the placement of a border fence on campus.

She then not only read the Preamble but
explained how each line had a meaning. For
example, the first line of the Preamble, “We
the people of these United States,” embodies
the idea the framers of this country had to
form a place that was ruled by the common
man rather than a king, she said.
“I liked that Dr. García actually explained
the different elements of the Constitution,”
said Dolores Nieto-Gracia, a senior elementary
bilingual education major.
Charles Dameron, vice president for
Academic Affairs, followed García’s speech
with his own on the first 10 amendments,
known as the Bill of Rights.
Copies of the Preamble and the Bill of
Rights were passed out to audience members,
who followed along as Dameron read the
amendments aloud.

Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
BUFFET

Mon-Wed
11 am - 2 pm
ONLY

$

5.95

HOMEMADE
1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER

and Fries
$
ONLY

5.95

PANCHOS

with Beans, Cheese,
Fajitas and Avocado
$
ONLY

9.95

COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas •
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
4434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN24
24 HOURS!
ORDERS
TO GO!
OPEN
HOURS!

542-4777

“We all hear about the first 10 amendments,
but we never take a moment to actually
read them,” Nieto-Gracia said. “Going over
them gave us an idea of the way they were
written.”
Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos,
the last guest speaker of the event, said he
was proud of being an American and being a
part of this country. He also talked about the
upcoming U.S. presidential election.
“Every election is important,” Cascos said.
“If you’re able to vote, go vote!”
Freshman radiologic technology major
George Escobedo said, “It’s pretty interesting
how they are explaining it in detail.
“The Constitution plays a really big part in
the United States and the way we live today.”
• See ‘Constitution,’ Page 12
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Who’s your
Hispanic
hero? Why?
“Selena, because I’m a music
education
major
and I just listen
to music the
whole time. …
She died when
I was really
young, but she
played a major
role in my life and
she’s my inspiration.”
Carlos Saldivar
Freshman music education
major
“Roberto Clemente, además de ser
el mejor jugador…
en la historia
del
béisbol,
es un gran
humanitario.
El se murió por
estar ayudando
a los pobres de
Nicaragua cuando
ocurrió el terremoto. [Es] un
ejemplo”.
Luis de Jesús
Estudiante
de
ingeniería
mecánica de último año
“Benito Juarez, because he was a
leader in Mexico in
difficult times and
even though he
was indigenous,
a class with no
privileges and
often
slaves,
he was able to
overcome
that
situation, educate himself, and at
the end lead a country.”
Oscar Sosa
Junior biology major
“Mi héroe es Salma Hayek, por
[los] logros que ha tenido, porque
ha persistido mucho
a pesar de que
al
principio
b a t a l l ó
bastante por la
discriminación
un
poquito
en
Hollywood
a
los
artistas
o
actores mexicanos, hispanos.”
Lilia Regalado
Estudiante de gobierno de
último año
--Compiled by Graciela Salazar
--Photos by Michael Peña

President’s Cor ner
My fellow Scorpions, I have
great news! Our SGA has been
working hard on setting a rocksolid foundation to be more
efficient and effective at helping
you during this and upcoming
semesters.
Last week, the SGA concluded
an online survey of student issues and concerns, and
the results will be revealed soon. As of press time,
hundreds of students had taken the survey. Our
next step includes working toward addressing these
concerns with the administration to improve the
overall university environment. Some of you have
visited the SGA office to express your concerns and
ask for our assistance. SGA members are working
on some of your concerns. One of our priorities is
to hear every grievance and concern and then make
sure they receive the attention they deserve in our
efforts to better assist you.
Our Web site has undergone a makeover. It contains
information to keep students, faculty and staff up to
date about our activities. At our site you will find
our mission statement and goals for the year, weekly
meeting updates, projects we are working on and
contact information. We encourage you to check it
out: www.sga.utb.edu.
During last month’s Presidents’ Reception, 10
goals were proposed for the current year. Student

Government is working on each one; we have created
committees that will work [on] strategic planning to
reach these goals. During our weekly meetings, one
member from each committee will report on their
progress.
The Presidents’ Circle met two weeks ago.
Realizing that the name “Presidents’ Circle” might
be perceived as excluding rather than including
individuals, we decided to change the name to
the Organizations’ Circle. Basketball coach and
motivational speaker Stephen A. Brennan once
commented about giving it your all to reach a goal:
“Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of
a plan, in which we must fervently believe, and upon
which we must vigorously act. There is no other
route to success.”
The Organizations’ Circle will consist of members
from the different student organizations and the
rest of the student body. We want to brainstorm
on how the organizations can come together and
help each other out. The SGA invites members of
all organizations to join in the discussion of ideas
to increase programming, volunteering events and
involvement on campus.
Best of luck in your studies. Again, please check
out our Web site for an update of what the SGA is
doing.
Sting ’em Hard!
Jorge Alanis, SGA president

Letter to
the editor
Campus is a melting pot
I am fully aware that UTB/TSC
is Hispanic, but I disagree [with
Michael Orbin] that I do not feel
welcome by this community.
Orbin [Letter to the Editor, Sept.
15] should also take advantage
[of] living here.
[I had never] thought about
eating tacos [or] speaking Spanish
as my so-called third language
[before coming to South Texas].
I am originally from Brazil and
am taking advantage [of] living
here. Besides, speaking one more
language makes any person more
interesting to the job market.
If UTB/TSC has only three
Brazilian students, good for us!
UTB/TSC is a melting pot and I
am adding something to it. No bad
feelings at all. The more openminded people [are], the better this
country will be. Sting ’em hard!
Claudia Robinson
Freshman

Letters to the editor policy
Letters must include the name, classification and phone number
of the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed
in The Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily reflect

the views of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian can be
sent to collegian@utb.edu.
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Polls reveal Obama strong in battleground states
McClatchy Newspapers
(MCT)
The
much-anticipated Time/CNN
battleground
polls were
released
Wednesday, with Barack Obama showing
surprising strength in three states, including
North Carolina, that many were beginning
to write off.
The results:
--Florida: Obama 48, McCain 48
--North Carolina: McCain 48, Obama
47

--Ohio: Obama 49, McCain 47
--Indiana: McCain 51, Obama 45
--Wisconsin: Obama 50, McCain 47
The North Carolina, Ohio and Florida
polls give Obama quite a bounce from
recent polls, including surveys released
Wednesday from American Research
Group that have McCain up 11 in North
Carolina and six in Ohio. The Time/CNN
polls were conducted more recently than
most of the ARG polls, however, perhaps
reflecting a slight Obama uptick from the
last few days of pointed economic swipes

Election Day Voter
Registration Deadline
5 p.m. Oct. 6, 2008

at McCain.
Bright spots for the Republican: ARG has
him leading by two in Colorado and five
in Missouri, which for now has seemingly
lost its battleground status. Wisconsin
gave John Kerry just a one-point victory
four years ago, and the state race has been
tightening in recent polls.
The usual caveat applies here: Today’s
numbers reinforce the volatility of the race-and of polls in general. Take them only as
momentary good or bad news, depending
on your team.
Still, the Time/CNN numbers
may be showing a reopening of one
Obama path to the White House. The
campaign has argued that it could win
without Ohio and Florida (if it wins
Pennsylvania), but to do so would
require Obama to perform well in
Colorado, New Mexico and Nevada,
where polls show a statistical tie or

On Campus
TSC board adopts tax rate
By Isis Lopez
Collegian Editor

Requirements:
Be a U.S. citizen
Be a resident of the country
Be 18 years old
Not a convicted felon
Not declared mentally incapacitated by
a court of law

Voter registration drive

The Center for Civic Engagement, the Office of the President and
the League of Student Voters will sponsor a voter registration
drive that continues today and ends Oct. 6, the last day to
register to vote. Those eligible can register between 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m., 2:30 and 4:30 p.m., and 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
in Tandy Hall, Cardenas Hall North and South (courtyard),
the Student Union, Education and Business Complex and
International Technology, Education and Commerce Center.
Collegian

slight McCain lead.
In more good news for Obama, we’ve
finally had a sighting of the elusive Joe
Biden Bounce in Virginia, where a new
Public Policy Polling survey out Wednesday
has Obama leading John McCain by two
points in Virginia, 48-46.
The difference maker? It might be Biden,
who has a net 11-point favorability rating
(38 percent more likely to vote for the
ticket because of him, versus 27 percent
less likely). Republican vice presidential
candidate Sarah Palin has a two-point net
favorability (42-40 percent).
Virginia is the only state PPP has polled
where Biden gets better overall reviews
than Palin.
Update: A Virginia poll conducted Sept.
10-14 but just released, has McCain up 4839.

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees has voted to maintain its
current tax rate and to table the purchase
of an energy management system for the
Center for Early Childhood Studies.
During its meeting on Wednesday,
the board set the 2008 TSC District ad
valorem tax rate at 16.10 cents per $100
valuation.
Board Chairman David Oliveira said
he was happy the budget allowed the
rate to remain the same.
Trustee Chester Gonzalez motioned
to table the purchase of an energy
management system for the Center for
Early Childhood Studies.
David Pearson, vice president for
Partnership Affairs, said the board
set aside a budget of $300,000 for
the Environmental Control, Energy
Management and Building Automation
System and for a playground.
The system would cost $63,550; its
functions include monitoring carbon
dioxide levels, maintaining proper
humidity levels and saving energy.
Gonzalez said the design of the
building included having Styrofoamtype coverings on the walls, which
would help with temperature control.
Pearson said the purchase can be
deferred but cannot be postponed for
too long. He said the building needs the

system.
Vince Solis, assistant vice president for
Student Development, announced that
UTB/TSC students Daniel Fernandez
received first place in the open category
and Arturo Gracia received first place
in the under 2,100 category at the U.S.
Chess Federation Tournament of College
Champions held last month in Dallas.
Fernandez and Gracia gave the board
members customized UTB/TSC chess
boards.
“Last month I had the pleasure of
taking Arturo and Daniel to the college
tournament of champions in Dallas,”
said Chess Program Director Russell
Harwood. “It was the first time it
had ever been held and it was held in
conjunction with the U.S. Open Chess
Championship, the most important
tournament in the country.”
Charles Dameron, vice president for
Academic Affairs, announced that the
university’s Center for Gravitational
Wave Astronomy received a $5 million
grant for laser research.
Mario Diaz, founding director of
the center, said Assistant Professor
of Physics Malik Rakhmanov, junior
physics major Razib Obaid and
sophomore physics major Sergio Cantu
are involved in the project.
Absent from the meeting were Trustees
Rosemary Breedlove and Eduardo A.
Campirano. The next meeting will take
place at 4:30 p.m. Oct. 30.

www.collegian.utb.edu
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Land

Continued from Page 1

because once a contract has [been] signed
there’s still a certain time in which the
buyer conducts research on the title.”
He said it takes the university 60 days
to close a contract.
After the telephone interview with
Peakes, The Collegian filed a public
information request, asking for the
names of the sellers for the following
properties approved for purchase by the
TSC board of trustees on Aug. 28 and
Sept. 17. At 5 p.m. Thursday, Peakes and
Pearson realeased the names:
--Lot
4,
Block
9,
Colonia
Alta
Vista
Subdivision,
sold
by Fidel Lopez for $35,000.
--Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, Block 5, Paredes
Tract Addition, sold by Agnes and
Frances
Browne
for
$225,900.
--Lots 9 and 10, Block 12, Colonia
Alta Vista Subdivision, sold by Pablo
and Maria Quintero for $30,000.
--0.817-acre tract of land out of Tract
1, Veterans Area, 5.55-acre Tract in
Fort Brown Reservation, sold by the
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art for
$245,000.
--Fort Brown Villa Condominium
Unit 7F, Type G, Bldg F, Phase II, sold
by Abraham Galonsky for $64,550.
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Market woes highlight increased risk faced by U.S. families
By Tony Pugh
McClatchy
Newspapers
(MCT)
WASHINGTON- As millions
of people watched their 401(k)
retirement plans rise and fall
this week along with the stock
markets, their fears reflect a
sweeping revolution in how
Americans save for retirement.
Whether it’s disappearing
work-based health care, the
move from traditional pensions
to 401(k)s, the push to privatize
Social Security or just making
it harder to file for personal
bankruptcy, these and other
social supports and safety nets
that were designed to make
Americans more secure have
been watered down, abandoned
or altered so that individuals
bear a greater share of the risk
and cost.
“What’s
happening
on
Wall Street occurs alongside
a very substantial slowmoving crisis for American
families,” said Jacob Hacker,
a political science professor
at the University of California

at Berkeley. “More and more
financial responsibility and risk
have moved from the broad
shoulders of government and
corporations onto the backs of
American workers and their
families.”
Hacker said this week’s stock
market roller coaster offers
several important lessons about
the consequences of this trend,
which he chronicled in his 2006
book, “The Great Risk Shift.”
When 401(k)s replaced
defined-benefit pension plans
as workers’ primary retirement
savings vehicle, employers were
ecstatic because the plans were
cheaper to fund and administer
than traditional pension plans
are.
All but gone are the days
when employers and trustees
made investment decisions
and assumed all the risks for
pension plans that pay workers
a set amount each month for the
rest of their lives.
With 401(k)s, those payments
are neither guaranteed nor
assured,
and
investment
responsibilities now lie with
individual workers, many of

whom know little or nothing
about investing.
“That gets people in trouble
because they don’t really
understand a single stock is
riskier than an index fund
or that holding stocks in the
company you work for is more
risky than an index fund,” said
Alicia Munnell, the director
of the Center for Retirement
Research at Boston College.
Participant inertia is another
problem. A 2005 study of
more than 1 million 401(k)
plan participants found that 80
percent made no trades and
only 10 percent made only one
trade in a two-year period.
These factors, the decline in
home values and the current
stock market losses help explain
why more than half of working
households probably won’t be
able to maintain their current
standard of living in retirement,
Munnell said.
And for older workers
who want to retire now while
unemployment is high and jobs
are scarce, the recent market
losses will cause many to
remain in their jobs until they

can recoup their losses.
“This will just make the
recession worse because it will
force people to stay in the labor
market and cling to their jobs.
The 401(k) has destabilized
the economy because of these
perverse employment effects,”
said
Teresa
Guilarducci,
director of the Schwartz Center
for Economic Policy Analysis
at the New School for Social
Research in New York.
Not everyone agrees, however.
Daniel Mitchell, a senior
fellow at the Cato Institute, a
libertarian think tank, doesn’t
pine for the old pension plans.
He said they were riskier than
individual accounts because
companies often underfunded
them and sometimes went
bankrupt, which sent aggrieved
pension holders to the Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corp. to seek
reimbursement.
At least with 401(k)s and
IRAs, individuals can control
their money, Mitchell said.
“You might not make the
• See ‘Families,’ Page 10
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Hispanic Heritage Month

Lectures by journalist,
ex-U.S. attorney set
By Graciela Salazar
Spanish Editor
UTB/TSC’s Hispanic Heritage Month
was supposed to kick off Sept. 15 with the
celebration of El Grito de Independencia
de México, but rain forced the event’s
cancellation.
“It was canceled because [of] the
inclement weather,” said Aragelia Salazar,
International Student specialist in the
International/Mutlicultural Student Services.
“We cannot postpone it because 15 de
septiembre, obviously, [is] celebrated on this
day, so we cannot celebrate it tomorrow or
Wednesday.”
Instead, an informal celebration took place
in the Student Union’s La Sala. Information
about Mexico’s history, Mexican flags,
patriotic pins, sweet bread, lemonade and
Mexican candy were provided.
At 11 p.m. every Sept. 15, Mexicans
around the world gather to mark the day
in 1810 when the priest Miguel Hidalgo
y Costilla called for the independence of
Mexico from Spain. Mexico began its armed
struggle for freedom the next day; but, it

wasn’t until Sept. 27, 1821, that Mexico
proclaimed itself as an independent nation.
Other countries that celebrate their
independence in September are Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua (Sept. 15) and Chile (Sept.18).
This week, the university continues its
commemoration of Hispanic Heritage Month
with the following activities:
--Stephanie Elizondo Griest, a journalist
and award-winning author, will lecture on her
book, “Mexican Enough: My Life Between
the Borderlines,” at 11 a.m. Tuesday in the
SET-B Lecture Hall.
--David Iglesias, a former U.S. attorney,
will present his book, “In Justice: Inside
the Scandal That Rocked the Bush
Administration,” at 7 p.m. Wednesday in
the SET-B Lecture Hall. Iglesias was among
seven U.S. attorneys asked to resign in
2006.
--The Faculty and Student Hispanic
Heritage Concert will take place at 8
p.m. Saturday in the SET-B Lecture Hall.
Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for senior
citizens and children, and $3 for UTB/TSC
students with a valid ID.
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Police Repor ts
Following are among the incidents
reported by Campus Police between Aug.
16 and 22.
At 12:40 p.m. Aug. 16, an AZTEC
employee reported finding a cracked
window in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
The damage was estimated at $200.
At 10:40 p.m. Aug. 18, an AZTEC
employee reported that he accidentally
broke two plates in the Print Shop. The
plates were placed on top of a cardboard
box that fell over when he closed the
shop’s door.
At 11:30 a.m. Aug. 19, a student turned
in a Social Security card she found on
campus.
At 4:30 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that someone might be using
his personal information for employment
in Alabama. The discovery was made
after the student attempted to finalize his
financial aid information.
At 8:30 a.m. Aug. 20, a student
accidentally drove the front end of his
2007 Pontiac G5 into a trench dug for
the installation of power lines in Lot U.
The car was removed from the trench
by a wrecker service. The area was then
barricaded by the construction company
in charge of the project. The car did not
sustain any damage.
At 2:45 p.m. the same day, a staff member

turned in a Texas state ID found by a
student.
At 6 p.m. the same day, a Campus Police
officer reported that the front license
plate, bumper and power window control
panel of a patrol car were damaged.
At 11:09 a.m. Aug. 21, a student turned in
a set of keys he found in Lot R.
At 1:16 p.m. the same day, a staff member
turned in a driver’s license he found in
the SET-B courtyard.
At 3:30 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that she lost her Sprint Palm
Centro cell phone in the Education and
Business Complex.
At 8 p.m. the same day, a coral snake
was found inside a room in the Education
and Business Complex. A Campus Police
guard escorted students and faculty
outside. The snake was removed from the
room and examined by Environmental
Health and Safety. No injuries were
reported.
At 1:11 p.m. the same day, a student
turned in a set of keys she found between
Gorgas Hall and the bridge that leads to
The Village at Fort Brown.
--Compiled by Julianna Sosa

www.collegian.utb.edu

Business & Professional Job Fair
(For all Majors)
Wednesday, September 24
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Jacob Brown Auditorium
SPECIAL THANKS
TO OUR SPONSORS
BE THERE FOR
PRIZE DRAWING!

Career Services
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
80 Fort Brown, Brownsville, TX 78520
(956) 882-5627 (UTB-JOBS)
www.career.utb.edu
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Rack ’em up!
Billiards at a bargain

Matthew Lerma/Collegian photos

Reporter Christine Cavazos reacts happily after beating sophomore respiratory therapy
major Marcela Romero at air hockey.

Marcela Romero reacts after hitting a ball at the Billiards Room.
Freshman
business major
Josue Duran
shows reporter
Christine
Cavazos the
proper way to
hit the cue ball
Tuesday at the
Billiards Room.
Cavazos aims for the opening break shot to start the game.
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By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer

When Joe De La Rosa opened the Billiards Room
35 years ago, he had a vision for his business.
“He wanted to come up with a place that was for
families, where everyone could enjoy and
improve their game,” said his widow,
Frances De La Rosa.
That vision is a reality. The Billiards
Room, located at 2104 Central Blvd., has
18 pool tables, a snack bar, darts, a foosball
table
and video games.
For $3.50
per person, you can play a one-on-one
game for an
hour.
If you go before
7 p.m., it’s $1.75 per hour per
person.
De la Rosa, who is
at the front desk, asks for your
name, gives you a set of
balls and then the clock starts
ticking.
If you’re hungry, the snack bar sells quesadillas, hot dogs, burritos,
tacos, nachos and pizza, each for $2.75 or less. Soft drinks are $1.25
each.
The Billiards Room is a non-smoking establishment because of a
recent city ordinance that prohibits smoking in public places.
De la Rosa said there are pros and cons about the new non-smoking
law.
“We lost maybe some [customers], but we gained some that had never
come before when … smoking [was allowed], so I think we will be OK,
we evened out,” she said.
Michelle Corbeil, a former UTB/TSC student, prefers the Billiards
Room to other pool establishments in town.
“What I like most is that it’s not as packed as it would be at Rack
Daddy’s,” Corbeil said. “It’s kind of laid-back and it’s more fun that
way for me.”
Others, like patron Tony Ramos, said it’s a good place to learn the
game.
“Pool is fun,” Ramos said. “Anybody that wants to learn or already
knows how to play, it’s a good spot to come.”
If you are interested in playing pool or would like to join a team,
the Billiards Room is setting up one for the American Poolplayers
Association.
Leonardo Perez recruits players every Tuesday.
Once the team is set up, seasonal play will start, with first- and
second-place winners advancing to regional competition against other
Rio Grande Valley players. Regional winners will go to the national
team championship tournament in Las Vegas.
“They go to nationals; they will be competing with 800 teams
nationwide and some teams from Canada,” Perez said.
The Billiards Room is open from 3 p.m. to midnight Sunday
through Thursday and 3 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday. For more
information, call 542-4542.

Win, lose—
doesn’t
matter!
I imagined the Billiards Room
would be full of men and cigarette
smoke.
Yes, the majority of patrons are
men, but there also are collegeage women playing pool. And, it’s
a non-smoking establishment.
OK, I must admit I don’t know
much about pool and some of you
might not either, but that doesn’t
mean you can’t go there and have
fun.
I arrived at 8 p.m. last Tuesday
with friends Marcela Romero, a
sophomore respiratory therapy
major, and Josue Duran, a
freshman business major. If you
arrive before 7 p.m., you can play
for half the price.
After we paid for the game, we
set up the balls on the table and
Josue broke them up as a variety
of music was played. Half the
time I didn’t know what I was
doing, but that’s why I brought
friends who had more experience
playing. Josue taught me how to
shoot and position my fingers on
the pool cue.
I laughed, had fun and started
getting competitive.
After the hour was up, Marcela
challenged me to a game of air
hockey, which she won. I didn’t
feel bad because I then challenged
her to a video car race and got
first place.
I spent less than $5 for a good
hour and a half of fun.

--Christine Cavazos
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Cupid
’
s
corner

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Name: Germaine Padberg
Age: 20
Classification: Junior
Major: Education
Zodiac sign: Leo
What do you like to do on
the weekends? “I like to
party with friends and see my
family when I get a chance

Arts & Entertainment
and go to the beach.”
What would be the best way to
communicate with someone you
have fallen in love with?
“I’d just pull them off to the side and
express my feelings,”
If you could have any superpower,
which one would you want? “I’d
like to fly.”
Would you like to date somebody
from another country? Which?
“Yes, Germany because my dad’s
family origin is from Germany and I
like the accent.”
What is the first thing you notice
about a person you’re attracted
to? “[Their] eyes and smile.”
What would you say to your worst
enemy? “Let’s be friends.”
Do you still talk to your exboyfriends? Why or why not? “No,
because, let the past be in the past.”
What is your worst habit?
“Procrastinating.”
Free association quiz:
Kiss: “French”
Strong: “Muscles”
Classes: “Early”
Glamour: “Beauty”
Sunday: “Church”
Piercing: “Nose”
--Compiled by Julianna Sosa

September 22, 2008 • Page 9

Gorill-icious goodies

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Campus Activities Board member Anastasia Sanchez captures attention in a gorilla suit to sell snacks for the organization Sept.
10 at the Education and Business Complex. Also shown is fellow member and freshman radiologic technology major Francisco
Cuevas.
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Families

Continued from Page 6

375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

wisest investment or your fund adviser
might not make the wisest investment, but
at least you’re in a comfortable position
knowing the whole thing won’t go bellyup,” Mitchell said.
Mitchell’s sentiment is the same one that
helped foster the “personal responsibility”

Scholarships
The Scholarship Experts Scholarship
is available to legal U.S. residents who
are 13 years of age or older, reside within
the 50 states or District of Columbia,
enroll no later than 2014 in an accredited
postsecondary institution in the United
States, and submit an online response of
250 words or less. The deadline to apply
is Sept. 30. For more information and an
application, visit www.scholarshipexperts.
com/apply.htx.

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

and “ownership society” movements,
both of which, Hacker said, helped lay
the groundwork for putting more financial
responsibility, and risk, on individuals.
“I do not want my retirement savings
relying on the integrity of the political class.
I’d rather have it in the financial markets,”
Mitchell said, adding that the “political
class” is the “politicians and bureaucrats
who have tremendous power over me if
I’m in a shaky pension plan.”

The FBI Common Knowledge
Scholarship awards $250 to students
who take the online quizzes. The top 25
percent advance to the championship
round. The quiz dates are Nov. 1 through
16. The deadline to apply is Nov. 16. For
more information, visit www.cksf.org.
The Praxedis Orive Jr. Memorial
Scholarship is available to students who
are U.S. citizens or resident aliens, must
be enrolled full time or part time, be at a

sophomore level (31-60 hours) or junior
level (61-90 hours) and be enrolled in the
Technology Development and Training
program. For more information and an
application, call Nancy Acuña at 8826791 or visit SET-B 2.342.
The Gloria and Joseph Mattera
National Scholarship Fund for Migrant
Children is available to students who
have a recent history of movement for
agricultural employment, scholarship
potential, financial need and who are
enrolled at an accredited public or private
college. There is no deadline and students
may reapply annually but are limited
to one award per 12-month period. For
more information and an application,
visit http://www.migrant.net/migrant/schmattera.htm.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra

Professors, Students, Staff!

$375 per month

•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

55 Sam Perl Blvd.

Check out The
Collegian News
Webcast
PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com

online at
www.collegian.utb.
edu

Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com
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The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College

Office of Student Life
Presents

David C. Iglesias
Wednesday, September 24, 2008 • 7 p.m.

Science & Engineering Technology Building Lecture Hall
“In Justice: Inside the Scandal That Rocked the Bush Administration”
David C. Iglesias with Davin Seay, Wiley and Sons, May 2008
Available at UTB/TSC Barnes & Noble Bookstore
DAVID IGLESIAS served as United States Attorney for the District of New Mexico from 2001 to 2007. He headed a panel that advised former Attorney General John
Ashcroft on border security issues. A former White House Fellow, he is also a captain in the U.S. Navy Reserve.
“The Bush administration’s drive to politicize the Justice Department reached a new low with the wrongful firing of seven U.S. Attorneys in late 2006. Their action
has ignited public outrage on a scale that far surpassed the reaction to any of the Bush administration’s other political debacles. David Iglesias was one of those
federal prosecutors, and now he tells his story.”
“Iglesias recounts his interactions with Bush, Rove, Alberto Gonzales, and other key players as he takes readers into his time at the Justice Department to reveal
what top Republican officials said and did, and how they subverted justice.”
Excerpt from Publisher’s Description

UTB/TSC Students ONLY:
Present this coupon with your
UTB/TSC ID and receive an
extra $5 for your first donation.
08/01/08 - 12/31/08

Blood Plasma Donations have provided...
• Innovative life-saving products and services since 1940

• Significant scientific and clinical advances in health care
• Therapeutic treatments to countless numbers of children

and adults in desperate need of critical care for burns, shock
and other life-threatening conditions.

• Our plasma donors with a much-needed additional income!
You can become part of this life-saving team
and start enjoying the benefits of extra cash.

Together we can make a difference…

New donors receive:
1st donation $30
2nd donation $35
3rd donation $35
4th donation $40

Regular donors receive:
1st donation $20
2nd donation $25

Donors receive an
extra $10 on their fifth
consecutive donation!
For more information,
call 574-9200 or visit our center at:

For more complete information and a plasma collection center
near you, please visit www.grifols.com

Biomat USA, Inc.
653 E. 13th St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
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Scandal

Continued from Page 1

Courtesy Photo

Democrats and for investigating
and convicting Republican
members of Congress.”
“It was a very visceral
reaction of thinking I was one
of the good guys only to find
out that the party did not live
up to its ideals,” Iglesias said.
“It was a very disillusioning
experience.”
He believes the bottom line
on the scandal will exonerate
him and the U.S. attorneys:
John McKay, Seattle; Carol
Lam, San Diego; Dan Bogden,
Las Vegas; Kevin Ryan, San
Francisco; Paul Charlton,
Phoenix; Bud Cummins, Little
Rock; Todd Graves, Kansas
City, Mo.; and Margaret Chiara,
Western Michigan.
“Ongoing
investigations
have corroborated this illegal
politicization, as there have
been official findings of
illegal [hiring] of lawyers,
career federal prosecutors and
immigration judges,” Iglesias
said. “I expect the final report
to substantiate the illegal nature
of our firings.”
Iglesias writes that the basic
laws of the constitution are more
fundamental and important
than political association.

The Collegian

“Prosecutors have to be
independent and free from
political interference,” he told
The Collegian. “Loyalty to the
Constitution is more important
than loyalty to a political party
or person.”
Asked what points he makes
in the book, the author replied:
“One, justice is blind to politics.
Two, the rule of law requires
independent prosecutors who
base their decisions on the
evidence and the law. Three,
partisan politics have no
place in charging people with
criminal acts.”
Iglesias’ evaluation of the
scandal compares it to some of
the greater political scandals
in U.S. history, including
Watergate.
“They have succumbed
to the ‘second-term curse,’”
Iglesias said, referring to
the
Bush
administration.
“No administration has had
a scandal-free second term
since Eisenhower. Hubris and
unrestrained loyalty was the
coin of the realm when my party
was in charge of the House,
Senate and White House. …
It has weakened claims that
this administration understands
what the rule of law means. We
have three co-equal branches of
government and the so-called
unitary executive theory has
been discredited.”
Now, Iglesias is doing public
speaking as well as the book
tour that brings him to UTB/
TSC.
Iglesias will sign copies of
his book immediately after
the presentation. For more
information, call the Office of
Student Life at 882-5111.

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Sophomore biology major Erick Jaime (center) plays football with sophomore Jason Aguirre (right) and another friend Sept. 4 on the Cardenas
Hall South Lawn.

Hard at work

Rebekah S. Gomez/Collegian

Sophomore art major and lifeguard David Guerra finishes a
clay sculpture Wednesday for one of his 3-D assignments.

Sharing Disney’s magic
Disney Cast Member Tom Thompson presents “The Disney
Keys to Excellence” workshop Sept. 10 in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon. The workshop focused on leadership,
management, service and loyalty. More than 200 people from
campus departments and the community attended, according
to the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs.

Diego Lerma/Collegian

Constitution
Continued from Page 3

The event ended with free pizza
and soft drinks that were served
to all who attended.
“I really enjoyed the event,”
Nieto-Gracia said. “I want to be
more active and participate in
these events.”
Senior music education major
Alfonso Gonzalez (left) and
sophomore vocal music
major Bobby Sanchez follow
along as the Bill of Rights is
read.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Cameron County Judge Carlos Cascos encourages
the audience to vote in the Nov. 4 presidential
election.

UTB/TSC Vice President for Academic Affairs Charles
Dameron reads the Bill of Rights on Wednesday in honor
of Constitution Day.

Sports
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NFL quarterbacks: What’s old is new again
By Tania Ganguli
The Orlando Sentinel
(MCT)

You think he can’t do this anymore?
He went to 10 Pro Bowls. He won four
Super Bowls. He came out of the CFL to
become an American Pro Football Hall of
Famer. He guaranteed a Super Bowl win,
then actually came through. He’s got the
most wins as a starter of any quarterback in
NFL history.
Sure, he’s getting older.
But he thinks he’s still got it. He’s still
Johnny Unitas. He’s still Joe Montana. He’s
still Warren Moon. He’s still Joe Namath.
And he’s still Brett Favre.
You think he can’t do this anymore, that
he’s too old and too far past his prime, but
he thinks you’re wrong. He loves this game,
he’s not ready to leave and he can still play.
Like other aging quarterbacks in NFL
history, Favre said he was retiring and
America cautiously believed him. That was
the smart way to not be totally duped.
He left the game in March at 38 years old.
But less than a month later, rumblings that
he might want to return surfaced. In July he
and the Green Bay Packers, the franchise
with which he played for 15 recordbreaking seasons, began a remarkably ugly
separation.
Favre was not about to compete for a
starting job at an organization he defined for
more than a decade.
Favre was not about to be treated like he
was washed up.
So like a handful of legendary quarterbacks
before him, Favre left the team that raised
him for a chance to be a starter somewhere
else. Montana, Namath, Unitas, Moon,
Randall Cunningham, they all did the same
thing in the twilights of their careers. Some
left as free agents, others were traded. But
all moved on in search of one more, or one
last fling with glory.
“It’s an incredible game to play and you
should play it as long as you can until they
actually drag you off the field,” said Ron
Jaworski, an ESPN analyst and former NFL
quarterback. “There’s nothing that anyone
will ever experience in their life that is quite
like playing in the National Football League.
Those guys that love to play the game,

Newsday/MCT

New York Jets’ Brett Favre attempts to fend off New England Patriots’ Adalius Thomas who sacked him in the
fourth quarter at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J., on Sept. 14.

like Brett Favre, that have that childlike
enthusiasm for it, keep playing as long as
[they] can.”
Sometimes it works out well. Quarterbacks
get a few more years of success before saying
goodbye to the sport they love. Other times
it doesn’t, leaving a pale likeness of previous
greatness, dimmed in a new uniform.
Favre doesn’t like comparing himself to
Unitas or Namath. Both quarterbacks fizzled
following their moves.
Unitas, who holds the record for most Pro
Bowls of any quarterback, took his Golden
Arm from the Baltimore Colts to the San
Diego Chargers in 1973 and threw three
touchdowns and seven interceptions in five
games that season.
After a legendary career with the Jets, one
in which he at once enraptured a sport and
captured a Super Bowl, Namath moved too.
At 34, he decided a cross-country move was
the way to revitalize his career. He played
one season with the Los Angeles Rams, and
only four games before his body could no
longer handle the game.
“If you look at history, they usually end up
being disappointing,” Jaworski said. “When
guys go into the twilight of their careers, it
usually doesn’t end well because when you
get to be 37, 38, 39, you clearly lose some of
your physical talent. The body wears down

and you are more susceptible to injury. You
become somewhat of a journeyman and
have to learn a new system.”
But there are exceptions.
After leading San Francisco to four Super
Bowl titles, Montana lost his starting job
to Steve Young in 1992 as he recovered
from injuries. He asked for and received a
trade, to Kansas City, a year later, then led
the Chiefs to the AFC Championship game
in 1993 and back to the playoffs in 1994.
Montana retired after that.
“It varies where they are in their playing
career,” said James Harris, the Jaguars vice
president of player personnel and a former
Pro Bowl quarterback. “There have been
some veteran players who play well once
leaving. Warren Moon had a great year with
Minnesota,

and so did Randall Cunningham.”
Favre initially wanted to leave for a team
where he could hurt the Packers the most.
He wanted to play for a team in the Packers’
division, the NFC North, in a move he later
admitted was a bit vindictive.
Instead, the Packers traded Favre to the
New York Jets.
“If it works out, great,” Favre said. “That’s
what I expect it to do. If it doesn’t, so be
it, but I won’t know unless I try. ...I know
I still can play. The odds are against me if
you want to say that. That’s from the outside
looking in, but I’m up for the challenge.”
Favre started the season Sep. 7 with a
20-14 win over Miami. But on Sep. 14 the
Jets lost 19-10 to the Patriots, reigning AFC
champions, in an AFC East game.
Both Harris and Jaworski said the most
pressing motivation for a quarterback to not
want to leave the game is that he loves it too
much. Football has meant everything to him
and he can’t let it go.
One win is not proof that Favre can do in
New York what he did in Green Bay. But
legacy takes a backseat to happiness.
“You know what, five years from now, 10
years from now, who really cares one way
or the other?” Favre said. “What matters
is right now and I enjoy being with these
guys. I enjoy being on this team, and I hope
the feeling is mutual and we’ll see what
happens.”
Maybe he can do this. Or maybe, over a
season, Brett Favre is no longer Brett Favre,
just as in ’73 when Johnny Unitas was no
longer Johnny Unitas and in ’77 when Joe
Namath was no longer Joe Namath.
But as long as someone will let Favre
huddle up and play, he’ll play. Just as they
all did.

Victory in the making

Upcoming games in the Scorpion Nation
Date

Tuesday
Tuesday
Friday		
Friday		
Saturday 		
Saturday
Saturday		
Saturday		
Sept. 30 		

Team

Soccer (W)
Soccer (M)
Soccer (W)
Soccer (M)
Volleyball
Volleyball
Soccer (W)
Soccer (M)
Volleyball

* Red River Athletic Conference game

Opponent

Huston-Tillotson Univ.*
Huston-Tillotson Univ.*
Oklahoma City Univ.
Oklahoma City Univ.
Loyola University		
St. Thomas University
Southern Nazarene Univ.
Southern Nazarene Univ.
Texas A&M, Kingsville

Location

Time

Austin
5 p.m.
Austin
7 p.m.
Oklahoma City
2 p.m.
Oklahoma City
4 p.m.
Houston
11 a.m.
Houston
1:30 p.m.
Bethany, Okla.
2 p.m.
Bethany, Okla.
4 p.m.
Kingsville
6 p.m.
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Scorpion forward Juan Nava (left) and midfielder Rogelio Perez practice in preparation for last Saturday’s
game against Our Lady of the Lake University. Results were not available at press time.
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Club

spotlight

Courtesy Photo

Members of Toastmasters include (seated, from left)) Robert Salazar,
vice president of public relations; Erika Rodriguez, vice president of
education; Jessica Guzman, president; Millie Hernandez, secretary/
treasurer; and Manuel Gutierrez, sergeant at arms. Standing: Paula
Garcia, adviser.

Name: Toastmasters
Purpose: To develop communication and leadership
skills.
Established: December 1999
President: Jessica Guzman
Vice President: Erika Rodriguez
Secretary/Treasurer: Millie Hernandez
Membership: Apolinar Zapata
Public Relations: Robert Salazar
Sergeant at Arms: Manuel Gutierrez
Adviser: Paula Garcia
Awards: 2007 Academic Excellence Award from the
Office of Student Life
Events: Participated in the KMBH-TV Fund Drive,
ushered events in the Jacob Brown Auditorium and
helped with the Distinguished Lecture Series.
Community Service: Conducted a school supplies drive
for children in Casa Hogar in Matamoros, Tamaulipas,
Mexico; contributed to Christmas Toy Drive.
Meetings: 6 to 7:30 p.m. the first and third Friday of
each month in the Education and Business Complex
1.502.
Requirements: Open to UTB/TSC students, faculty, staff
and alumni.
For more information: contact Paula Garcia at 8827326.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra

ATTENTION STUDENTS!
The Office of Student Media is accepting applications for:

Sting Radio Station Manager,
News and Information Director,
Music Director and
Advertising Sales Manager
All applicants must have a 2.5 GPA or higher.
Deadline to apply is Oct. 1.
For more information,
call 882-5143 or visit Student Union 1.28.

Noticias en Español
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Continúan celebraciones en el mes hispano Estudiante
de hoy

Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Saúl Fernández, estudiante de biología de primer año, sujeta un prendedor hecho
con seguritos y chaquira con los colores de la bandera mexicana. Los distintivos y las
banderas mexicanas fueron obsequiados en la recepción informal el 15 de Septiembre
en La Sala, en el edificio Unión Estudiantil.

El Mes de la Herencia Hispana debió arrancar el 15 de septiembre
con la celebración del Grito de la Independencia de México, pero la
lluvia impidió que el evento se realizara.
“Fue cancelado por las inclemencias del tiempo”, dijo Aragelia
Salazar-Figueroa, asesora de estudiantes internacionales de la Oficina
de Servicios Internacionales y Multiculturales. “No lo podemos
posponer porque el 15 de Septiembre, obviamente [es] celebrado este
día”.
Se llevó a cabo una celebración informal en La Sala, en el edificio
Unión Estudiantil. Había información sobre la historia de México,
banderas mexicanas, prendedores patrióticos, pan dulce, limonada y
dulces mexicanos.
Cada 15 de Septiembre, a las 11 p.m. se reúnen mexicanos en todo el
mundo para recordar el día en 1810 cuando Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla
declaró el inicio de la Independencia de México. México inició su
lucha por independizarse de España al día siguiente; pero no fue hasta
el 27 de septiembre de 1821, cuando México se proclamó como una
nación independiente.
Otros países que celebran su independencia en septiembre son
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras y Nicaragua (15 de
septiembre) y Chile (18 de septiembre).
Esta semana, la universidad continúa conmemorando el Mes de la
Herencia Hispana con las siguientes actividades:
--Stephanie Elizondo Griest, periodista y autora, hablará sobre su
libro “Mexican Enough: My Life Between the Borderlines”, a las 11
a.m. el martes en la sala de conferencias del edificio SET-B.
--David Iglesias, abogado para el distrito de Nuevo México del
2001 al 2007, presentará su libro “In Justice: Inside the Scandal That
Rocked the Bush Administration”, a las 7 p.m. el miércoles en la
sala de conferencias del edificio SET-B. Iglesias fue uno de los siete
abogados a quienes el entonces procurador federal de los Estados
Unidos, Alberto González, les pidió su renuncia en el 2006.
--El concierto Faculty and Student Hispanic Heritage se realizará
a las 8 p.m. el sábado en la sala de conferencias del edificio SET-B.
El costo del boleto es $10 para los adultos, $7 para las personas de la
tercera edad y niños, y $3 para estudiantes de UTB/TSC.

¡Pon a prueba tus conocimientos hispanos!

Hispano de la Semana:
Nombre: Magdalena del Carmen Frida
Kahlo Calderón
Nacionalidad: Mexicana
Nacimiento: 6 de julio de 1907
Defunción: 13 de julio de 1954
Actividad: Pintora
Epoca: Contemporánea

(c) 2005, Knight Ridder/Tribune Information Services.

RESPUESTAS

1. ¿Quién fue la primera actriz hispana en ganar un Premio de la
Academia (Oscar)?
a. Salma Hayek			
c. Rita Moreno
b. Chita Rivera			
d. Shelley Morrison
2. En el 2005, los votantes de Los Angeles eligieron al primer alcalde
hispano en más de 130 años. ¿Cuál es su nombre?
a. Cruz Bustamante		
c. Andrés Martínez
b. Antonio Villaraigosa		
d. Lalo Alcaraz
3. Las personas de origen hispano son la minoría más grande en los
Estados Unidos. Hasta el 1 de julio del 2007, ¿Cuál era la población
hispana estimada en los Estados Unidos?
		
a. 45 millones		
c. 27 millones
		
b. 15 millones		
d. 57 millones

4. En el 2002, Jennifer Rodríguez y Derek Parra se convirtieron en
los primeros latinos americanos en ganar medalla de oro en las
olimpiadas de invierno. ¿En qué deporte competían?
a. Patinaje artístico 		
c. Biathlon
b. Hockey sobre hielo		
d. Patinaje de velocidad
5. La población hispana en los Estados Unidos continúa creciendo.
¿Cuántos estados tienen por lo menos medio millón de residentes
hispanos?
		
a. 6		
b. 7		
c. 11		
d. 13
1. c_Rita Moreno recibió el premio a la Mejor Actriz de Reparto en 1961 por su
papel en “Westside Story.” 2. b 3. a 4. d 5. d_Los estados son: Arizona,
California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Nevada, Nueva Jersey, Nuevo
México, Nueva York, Carolina del Norte, Texas y Washington.

Este es el Mes de la Herencia Hispana, y los hispanos continúan
formando una parte muy importante en el desarrollo de los Estados
Unidos. Conoce que tanto sabes acerca de estos datos hispanos.

Frida Kahlo

Obras destacadas: “Las dos Fridas” y
“Diego y yo”.
Antes de ser pintora estudiaba:
Medicina
Frase: “Pinto autorretratos porque soy la
persona que conozco mejor”.
--Información de www.fridakahlo.com.

KRT

“Autorretrato con
Chango” (1938)
por Frida Kahlo.

Nombre: Socorro Mata
Edad: 23 años
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Promedio: 3.5
Especialidad: Contabilidad
y administración de empresas
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora,
Otoño 2006; Lista del Decano: Otoño
2005, Primavera 2006, Verano I 2006,
Verano II 2006, Primavera 2007, Verano
I 2007, Verano II 2007, Primavera 2008,
Verano I 2008 y Verano II 2008.
Pasatiempos: “Escuchar música, estar
con mi familia y estar con mi novio”.
Actividades
extracurriculares:
“Miembro de la Sociedad de
Contabilidad”.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Terminar
mi carrera, encontrar un buen
trabajo donde me pueda superar
profesionalmente y como ser humano;
y [mis] metas personales son formar
una familia”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
“Venirme a estudiar a los Estados
Unidos ya que no sabía nada de
inglés”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la
universidad, Qué harías? “Cambiaría
los lugares que tienen para comer, se
me hacen muy caros y no es muy buena
comida”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Tiene muy buenos profesores. Me
parece que están muy bien preparados”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes
de nuevo ingreso? “Que no se den por
vencidos, que todo lo pueden lograr
y que a veces parece difícil estar en
la universidad… pero todo tiene su
recompensa”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes de
un examen? “Les recomendaría que
se enfocaran en lo que el maestro cubre
en clase… y aparte que se fueran a
las páginas de [Internet] de los libros.
[Ahí] vienen muchas veces quizzes, o
material para estudiar”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
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